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1887. A vacation trip to Wisconsin comes to a udden end
when a telegram bring to Mi s Packard and 'liss Giles the di 
hearteninrr new that Union Hall the larO'e t of the Barrack

U 'I:>

building., i de troyed by fire. By November their untiring

Glimp e of the chool during the year that follow show
marvelou growth through sun hine and shadow.

1886. On the parade ground, where lately was the tramp of
.oldier ' feet, ari e Rockefeller Hall, the first brick building, for
chapel and choolrooms.

In May, 1887, the first cIa
high- hool department. There were
women.

THE FIRST GRADUATING CLASS AT SPELMAN, 1887

" Father" Quarle. fell . 0 ~reat an anxiet.\'
le.. t the teach rs . hould become discouraged
that he \\' nt North in cold weather. neror
leaving h . aid to IIIf' . choo\. ., I am goinO'
:\orth for \'ou; I Illa~' newr return. If I do
nol,rclll m'ber that I died for you." 11 n vcr

eame ba 'k. He died in :\ w York, The
change of climate cost him hi life.

Mr. Rockefeller's Interest in Spelman
The founders of the chool decided to pend

the ummel' of 1882 among the ~ew England
churche', A forlller pupil of theirs. a pastor
in lewland, urO'ed them to vi it him on the
wa\'. Thinking they ould not afrOI'd the
extra expen ·e. they wrote declining the invita
tion. Before the letter was mailed. howe\'er,
they rec ived word that an appointment for
the'm had b en announced by him. and they
felt that Ihe\' lllU t carry out the plan of the. .
Lord '0 the\' went to lewland,, .

" Do You Mean to Stick?"
::\11'. John D. Rockefeller heard them

speak. .-\t the cIos of the meetinO' he a 'ked
them ' Do \'ou mean to stick?" On th ir, .
a ming hi m that Ihey did, he said, I shall
do more for you: I h,n- emptie I my pocket
to-ni.,hl.' H was Irue 10 hi· word. When
their slrenuou: efrorts had failed to ntis· the
amount needed 10 secure the Barrack. property
for the school, a generous gift from him com-

pleted the .um. His. ub equent gifts hav been many.
About this lime, Ihis Institution was given the name of" pel

man eminary." in honor of 1\11'. and :Mr. pelman, the
parenl . of Mrs. John D. Rockefeller.

The Lord ga\'e Spelman. but it was empty. There wa only
money enollO'h to pureha. beds. Fcbruar~' i not a month to do
without beddin'Y. e"en in the unn.\· outh, but the worker
had faith. and o. with about a dozen board I' to provide for
that night, and not knowing wh I' the b ddinO' wa to come
from, the mo\'e was made. In the afternoon a dray drove up
with a barr I and a box from a north rn hureh, Truly,
" more thinn- are wrought by prayer than thi world dream of."
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